
JULY 24, 2014 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Regular Council Meeting, Thursday, July 
24, 2014, in the Council Chambers in the City Annex Building located at 680 Park Avenue 
in Idaho Falls, Idaho at 7:30 p.m. 
 
There were present: 
 
Mayor Rebecca L. Noah Casper 
Councilmember Dee Whittier 
Councilmember Thomas Hally 
Councilmember Michael Lehto 
Councilmember Sharon D. Parry (By Telephone) 
Councilmember Barbara Ehardt (By Telephone) 
Councilmember Ed Marohn 
 
Also present: 
 
Randy Fife, City Attorney 
Rosemarie Anderson, City Clerk 
All available Division Directors 
 
Mayor Casper requested Boy Scout Brevin Gibson to lead those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Casper requested those to come forward who had issues for the City Council that 
were not otherwise listed on the Council Agenda. 
 
Tim Downs, 3382 Grove Lane, appeared to state that he has spent the last 28 years of his 
life in the law enforcement profession.  He explained that statistics and data do not always 
equate to what a budget for law enforcement is.  The Police Department’s budget runs 
approximately 93% personnel, which is high compared to the national average of 88%.  
Some people might want to see the Police Department fall under the national average, 
rather than the way it is operating today.  With the current census information, Mr. Downs 
compared more than 100 cities with the same population, geographical data, and median 
incomes.  There are only approximately 10 cities that almost match the criteria of the City 
of Idaho Falls.  Of those cities, the City of Idaho Falls is running approximately 2.7% above 
what the norm is for staffing of a Police Department.  As of August 1, 2014, the City’s Police 
Department will be running approximately 5.5% below the average.  The City’s Police 
Budget with the 2.7% above the norm is 24% less than the average budget of the Police 
Departments in the same population group.  Last year, the Idaho Falls Police Department 
took approximately 51,000 calls.  That is approximately 184 calls per day per officer on the 
Police Department, which amounts to 1.6 calls per day per officer.  The following are not 
figured into those statistics:  how many patrolman, how many captains, how many 
lieutenants, DARE Officers, SRO's, Detectives, how many people are sick, how many people 
are on vacation, and how many are on days off.  In 2010, there were 94 sworn officers in 
Idaho Falls.  The current staffing allotment is 87 sworn officers.  In 2010, it was determined 
that in order to save money, some officer positions were changed to civilian positions.  
When a person calls 911 for an emergency, a civilian person cannot be sent out to handle 
that 911 call.  Further, if there is a natural disaster or civil unrest, civilians cannot be 
called out to back up the sworn police officers.  The population of Idaho Falls has not 
decreased in the past four years.  The criminals have not become less criminal.  As of 
August 1, there will be four less officers than the Police Department had in 2000.  Mr. 
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Downs stated that a Police Department can function with 80 officers.  The question then 
becomes whether the City Council wants to have School Resource Officers or DARE 
Officers.  By statute, law enforcement officers are not required to respond to any vehicle 
accidents under the amount of $1,500.00 or to respond to any accident where there is not 
an injury.  If a house alarm or security alarm goes off, in larger cities a police officer does 
not respond (only private security would respond).  If there is an open door or open window, 
then law enforcement officers would respond.  The Idaho Falls Police Department does not 
operate that way.  For example, if a person leaves their purse, telephone or wallet at a store 
and returns later when they have discovered it missing or if tools are taken from a vehicle 
because it was left unlocked, an online report could then be filed.  That incident then 
becomes a statistic and is no longer a person because manpower would not be available to 
respond to that type of case.  Something to keep in mind – the grass can be mowed 
tomorrow, the pothole can go unfilled, policy advice can be given another day – but when a 
person calls 911, it is expected that a qualified, competent officer would show up at your 
door.  Once a new officer is hired, it takes approximately 8 months for that officer to be 
street-ready.  At that time, he is rookie and it takes another 28 months to be considered a 
seasoned officer.  Mr. Downs stated that he chose the law enforcement profession and he 
has no regrets.  In the 20 years he has been an officer for the City of Idaho Falls Police 
Department, he has used his knife to cut down two mothers, he has cut down one father, 
and he has cut down three sons, who decided that life was not worth living.  He has used 
the same knife to dig skull fragments out of a wall for the same purpose.  Mr. Downs stated 
that he held a buddy’s wife as her husband laid on the ground bleeding out because he 
determined that life was not worth living.  He has been kicked, punched, threatened, family 
threatened – and questioned why.  Society pays law enforcement not for what they do, but 
for what law enforcement is willing to do.  In conclusion, when the Mayor and City Council 
are determining where budget dollars should be spent, Mr. Downs requested that they 
remember that the men and women working in the Idaho Falls Police Department took an 
oath to uphold the Constitution of the United States and the state and local statutes to 
protect and defend the people of Idaho Falls.  The Police Department is not in existence to 
manufacture statistics for budgeting purposes. 
 
Melanie Sherling, 5488 Denning Avenue, appeared to state that she is on the City of Iona 
Planning and Zoning Committee.  She stated that she was present to request a letter stating 
that the City of Idaho Falls is willing to serve the City of Iona Impact Area for sewer services.  
Mayor Casper stated that the City Council has addressed this issue in a Work Session, but 
has not had the second Work Session to follow up with a decision on the City of Iona’s 
request.  Councilmember Lehto stated that calendars are being reviewed to determine when 
a meeting can be held to further discuss the request from the City of Iona.  Councilmember 
Lehto invited Ms. Sherling to visit with the Public Works Director regarding this item. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
The City Clerk requested approval of the Minutes for the July 7, 2014 Budget Work Session, 
the July 7, 2014 Council Work Session, the July l8, 2014 Special Council Meeting, the July 
10, 2014 Regular Council Meeting, the July 11, 2014 Budget work Session, and the July 
16, 2014 Budget Work Session. 
 
The City Clerk presented several license applications, all carrying the required approvals, 
and requested authorization to issue those licenses. 
 
The Idaho Falls Power Division submitted the following items: 
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      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jackie Flowers, Idaho Falls Power Director 
SUBJECT: CONSENT AGENDA – AUTHORIZE BID ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
  EQUIPMENT AT SUGARMILL SUBSTATION 
 
Idaho Falls Power respectfully requests authorization to advertise and receive bids to 
purchase breakers and relays for upgrades at Sugarmill Substation.  This project is 
in the Capital Improvement Plan and the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget. 
 
      s/ Jackie Flowers 
 
      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jackie Flowers, Idaho Falls Power Director 
SUBJECT: CONSENT AGENDA – AUTHORIZE BID ADVERTISEMENT FOR TREE 
  TRIMMING SERVICES 
 
Idaho Falls Power respectfully requests authorization to bid for Fiscal Year 2015 Line 
Clearance Tree Trimming Services. 
 
      s/ Jackie Flowers 
 
      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jackie Flowers, Idaho Falls Power Director 
SUBJECT: CONSENT AGENDA – AUTHORIZE BID ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
  CONTROL BUILDING COOLING SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Idaho Falls Power respectfully requests authorization to advertise to receive bids to 
upgrade the cooling system in the server room in the control building.  The current 
system has been unreliable in recent years.  With the additional equipment placed in 
the room since the original cooling system was installed more than 20 years ago, the 
need for reliable cooling has increased.  Changes in scope on the SCADA upgrade 
project resulted in savings that will be redirected for this improvement. 
 
      s/ Jackie Flowers 
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It was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Whittier, to approve 
the Consent Agenda in accordance with the recommendations presented.  Roll call as 
follows: 
 
Aye:  Councilmember Lehto 
  Councilmember Whittier 
  Councilmember Marohn 
  Councilmember Ehardt 
  Councilmember Hally 
  Councilmember Parry 
 
Nay:  None 
 
Motion Carried. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 
The City Attorney Division submitted the following item for consideration: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Randall D. Fife, City Attorney 
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 1, CHAPTER 1 – OFFICIAL CITY CODE 
 
The Town of Eagle Rock, Idaho was established by Order on July 8, 1889.  The name 
of the City was changed to Idaho Falls, Idaho on August 26, 1891, following an 
election held at Eagle Rock, Idaho on July 22, 1891. 
 
Because of the historical importance of these two foundational documents, and for 
ease of reference which would be created by including such Orders into the Idaho 
Falls City Code, the City Attorney’s Office recommends consideration and adoption of 
the draft Ordinance Amending Title 1, Chapter 1. 
 
      s/ Randall D. Fife 
 

The City Attorney explained that he worked with the County Clerk from Bingham County to 
be sure that all documents were accurately portrayed within the Ordinance being 
considered.  This information is being made into a Code Section to be easily referred to in 
court situations, litigation, or when it needs to be established that the City of Idaho Falls is 
a municipal corporation of the State of Idaho. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Lehto, seconded by Councilmember Hally, to approve the 
Ordinance under the suspension of the rules requiring three complete and separate 
readings and that it be read by title and published by summary.  Roll call as follows: 
 
Aye:  Councilmember Marohn 
  Councilmember Lehto 
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  Councilmember Ehardt 
  Councilmember Hally 
  Councilmember Parry 
  Councilmember Whittier 
 
Nay:  None 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
At the request of Mayor Casper, the City Clerk read the following Ordinance by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2963 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 1, CHAPTER 1 
OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO 
FALLS, IDAHO BY THE ADDITION OF THE ORDER 
INCORPORATING THE TOWN OF EAGLE ROCK, 
IDAHO, AND THE ORDER CHANGING THE NAME 
OF EAGLE ROCK, IDAHO TO IDAHO FALLS, 
IDAHO; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, 
CODIFICATION, PUBLICATION BY SUMMARY, AND 
ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

The Public Works Division submitted the following item: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Chris H Fredericksen, Public Works Director 
SUBJECT: IDAHO TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT STATE/LOCAL AGREEMENT 
  SCHOOL VICINITY ADA RAMPS, IDAHO FALLS 
 
Attached is a State/Local Agreement with the Idaho Transportation Department and 
accompanying Resolution with respect to the School Vicinity ADA Ramps Project. 
 
This Agreement is proposed to replace the previous agreement that was executed on 
March 27, 2014.  The Idaho Transportation Department has elected to modify the 
agreement language to match other federal aid programs.  The proposed agreement 
requires City financial or in-kind contribution towards the entire project at a match 
rate of 7.34% for an estimated total of $21,433.00.  This agreement has been 
reviewed by the City Attorney. 
 
Public Works recommends adoption of the resolution, approval of this Agreement; 
and, authorization for Mayor and City Clerk to sign the necessary documents. 
 
      s/ Chris H Fredericksen 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014-09 
 
WHEREAS, the Idaho Transportation Department, hereafter called the State, has 
submitted an Agreement stating obligations of the State and the CITY OF IDAHO 
FALLS, hereafter called the CITY, for development of School Vicinity ADA Ramps; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the State is responsible for obtaining compliance with laws, standards, 
and procedural policies in the development, construction, and maintenance of 
improvements made to the Federal-Aid Highway System when there is federal 
participation in the costs; and, 
 
WHEREAS, certain functions to be performed by the State involve the expenditure of 
funds as set forth in the Agreement; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the State can only pay for work associated with the State Highway 
System; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the CITY is fully responsible for its share of project costs; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Agreement for Federal Aid Project A014(352) is hereby approved. 
 
2. That the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the 
Agreement on behalf of the CITY. 
 
3. That duly certified copies of the Resolution shall be furnished to the Idaho 
Transportation Department. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of a Resolution passed at a regular 
meeting of the City Council, City of Idaho Falls, held on July 24, 2014. 
 
      s/ Rosemarie Anderson 
      City Clerk 
 
(SEAL) 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Lehto, seconded by Councilmember Marohn, to adopt the 
Resolution approving the State/Local Agreement with the Idaho Transportation Department 
with respect to the School Vicinity ADA Ramps Project, and give authorization for the Mayor 
and City Clerk to execute the necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
Aye:  Councilmember Whittier 
  Councilmember Hally 
  Councilmember Lehto 
  Councilmember Parry 
  Councilmember Ehardt 
  Councilmember Marohn 
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Nay:  None 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
The Idaho Falls Power Division submitted the following items for Council consideration: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jackie Flowers, Idaho Falls Power Director 
SUBJECT: APPROVE HYDRO MECHANIC APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
 
Idaho Falls Power has an existing Apprenticeship Standards Program in place with 
the Department of Labor that has historically covered Linemen and Meter Technician 
occupations.  Staff has developed an Apprenticeship Program for Hydro Mechanics in 
preparation for the anticipated retirements in this craft in the coming years.  In 
developing this program, we have coordinated with IBEW Local No. 57 and other 
hydropower operators in the region. 
 
The Apprenticeship Program maps out work hours and training curriculum required 
to be completed to advance through the program, see attached.  Also attached is a 
proposed addendum to the Apprenticeship Standards that Idaho Falls Power has in 
place with the Department of Labor. 
 
Idaho Falls Power respectfully requests that City Council approve the Hydro 
Mechanic Apprenticeship Program and authorize staff to amend the Apprenticeship 
Standards to reflect the program. 
 
      s/ Jackie Flowers 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Lehto, seconded by Councilmember Hally, to approve the 
Hydro Mechanic Apprenticeship Program, to authorize staff to amend the Apprenticeship 
Standards to reflect the program, and give authorization for the Mayor to execute the 
necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
Aye:  Councilmember Hally 
  Councilmember Marohn 
  Councilmember Parry 
  Councilmember Lehto 
  Councilmember Whittier 
  Councilmember Ehardt 
 
Nay:  None 
 
Motion Carried. 
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      City of Idaho Falls 
      July 21, 2014 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jackie Flowers, Idaho Falls Power Director 
SUBJECT: APPROVE SMALL GENERATION NET METERING AND 
  INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN IDAHO NATIONAL 
  LABORATORY AND IDAHO FALLS POWER 
 
Attached is a copy of the Small Generation Net Metering and Interconnection 
Agreement between the Idaho National Laboratory and Idaho Falls Power for 
generating facilities located at 750 University Boulevard.  The City Attorney has 
reviewed the agreement. 
 
Staff respectfully requests that City Council approve the agreement and authorize the 
Mayor to execute the document. 
 
      s/ Jackie Flowers 
 

Councilmember Lehto stated that he had a potential conflict of interest and stated that he 
would not participate in any discussion or decision on this item.  He requested 
Councilmember Marohn to present this item. 
 
The Idaho Falls Power Director appeared to state that Idaho Falls Power has 5 of this type of 
agreements for on-site generators.  These agreements will need to be modified as a process 
is completed that is being worked on at this time.  This particular space in the industry is 
in a flux across the entire industry as higher levels of distributed generation are getting 
installed within distribution systems.  It is changing how the grid is being relied upon, as 
opposed to being large generators distributing to end users.  There is now a need to have a 
more integrated grid where there are smaller units installed within neighborhoods.  The 
system is becoming somewhat of a back-up or battery to those generators.  Staff has been 
working on this issue for approximately one month.  The Net Metering Agreements are being 
overhauled at this time.  There have been discussions with the Net Metering Customers and 
a focus group is being established for further discussion of this issue.  Idaho Falls Power is 
planning on a very detailed Work Session on this issue with the City Council in the near 
future. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Hally, to approve 
the Small Generation Net Metering Interconnection Agreement between the Idaho National 
Laboratory and Idaho Falls Power for generating facilities located at 750 University 
Boulevard and give authorization for the Mayor to execute the necessary documents.  Roll 
call as follows: 
 
Aye:  Councilmember Marohn 
  Councilmember Ehardt 
  Councilmember Hally 
  Councilmember Parry 
  Councilmember Whittier  
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Nay:  None 
 
Abstain: Councilmember Lehto 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
There being no further business, it was moved by Councilmember Hally, seconded by 
Councilmember Marohn, that the meeting adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  
 
 
_______________________________________   _____________________________________ 
  CITY CLERK              MAYOR 
 

************************* 
 


